MINUTES OF THE COTTONWOOD HEIGHTS HISTORIC COMMITTEE HELD WEDNESDAY APRIL 8, 2015,
                                            CITY OFFICE BUILDING, 6:00 P.M.


MEMBERS PRESENT:	Gayle Conger, Tom Shimizu, Don Antczak, Melinda Horton, Jerri Harwell,
			

MEMEBERS EXCUSED:	Dean Smart, Sylvia Orton, Carol Woodside, Mike Peterson, City Councilman


Tom Shimizu opened the meeting at 6:00 P.M.  Several of the committee members had asked to be excused because of other commitments.  The committee will continue to look for new members and will need to advertise again.

Gayle Conger reported on several items Mike Peterson had asked her to cover. He has reserved a van for the committee’s use on May 13, 2015. Our committee will tour the new “Historic Signs” which have been placed throughout the city.

Linda Dunleavy has made the changes we requested and a new RFP for a historian has been posted.

Ms. Conger has been working on the original families living on the Butler Bench and the Big Cottonwood Canyon Road.  She has prepared several paragraphs on each family living in those areas from 1867 to 1880. Seven families originally settled the Butler Bench, two of which also built homes on the Big Cottonwood Canyon Road.  By 1880, three new families lived on the Big Cottonwood Canyon Road and five new families on the Butler Bench. 

When the Butler’s came to Utah in 1857/58 they settled in South Cottonwood, not moving to the Butler area until the land grants in 1869. The six brothers were all a young age, ranging from 9-18 years old. Their father was single and he remarried in 1859 and moved with the new wife and his daughter out of state after his excommunication. The young sons were all taken in by other families in the South Cottonwood area, not moving to the Butler area until the land grants, not all at the same time and only three remained in the area until they died. Three of the brothers practiced polygamy.

It was mentioned by some of the committee members that  only about 1 to 3% of the population practiced polygamy, however , Jeri Harwell reported that according to www.lds.org: “At its peak in 1857, perhaps one half of all Utah Latter-day Saints experienced plural marriage as a husband, wife, or child. The percentage of those involved in plural marriage steadily declined over the next three decades. Amazing how fast facts can be checked with our cell phones.”

Ms. Conger also reported that she had received a call from the secretary of the class of 1975, Brighton High School. They are holding their reunion and wanted some of photos. She came to the house and copied several they will use.

Ms. Conger was excited to report that a resident of the City has contacted her and is willing to donate a pencil drawing of the original chlorination plant at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon. The drawing shows the Staker house, the ponds and chlorination buildings. The drawing is being donated by Judy Bunnell Draper. Her brother Kendal is the artist. Their grandparents, Henry and May Staker, ran the station.  Ms. Conger will have a donation form signed.

Melinda Hortin reported that the date for the new website is now June 2015. She would like to remind us to turn in our bios and will bring a camera to the May meeting to take our photos which will appear on the website.

Jerri Harwell reported that she has received a copy of Steven K. Madsen’s Thesis written in 1986. The title is “Precinct Government in Salt Lake County, Utah, 1852-1904”. Don Antczak suggested she contact a Ms. Ava Ann Porter a lifetime resident of the Union/Milne Lane area.

She also has a copy of the first 100 years book of Jordan High School which she will donate to the City.

Mr.  Antczak reported that he is presently working on the history of the Recreation District. The district is Salt Lake County Service Area #2. He was one of three founding members, along with Mr. Bywater and Mr. Sawaya.

He also suggested that under “Parks” in the timeline we should list Butler Park and Crestwood Park.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In closing Mr. Shimizu mentioned that we need start on oral histories again. Ms. Conger suggested that we first need to gather the material held presently by Ms. Karen Forbush  Larrabee and Mr. Kevin Cromar, both former members of the committee and the ones  who were in charge of taking the oral histories.  Until we have their oral histories we do not know which ones have been done from our original list.  The only thing that needs to be done on their histories is typing the transcripts.  Melinda Hortin volunteered to do the transcriptions.  Mr. Shimizu was assigned the job of retrieving the recorders and the records.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 P.M. Next meeting is at 6:00 P.M., May 13th, 2015. We will take a road trip of the city.


